Therapeutic testing by acetazolamide in the differentiation of a benign from a malignant niche.
Recognising the inhibitory activity of acetazolamide upon acid gastric secretion and its favorable effects in the treatment of gastric ulcer which we have described (see reference) - we applied the therapeutical testing by acetazolamide in the differentiation of benign from malignant niches of the stomach. Acetazolamide was administered orally at doses of 25-30 mg per kilogram body weight in a long term trial, together with 3 gr sodium bicarbonate, 1 gr potassium bicarbonate, 1.5 gr magnesium oxide per day and an increased quantity of liquids, to 741 patients with radiologically demonstrated ulcer craters. The fundamental criterion was the size of the niche as established by radiologic examination. In all gastric ulcers the size of the niche was considerably reduced after 7-9 days of treatment with acetazolamide; the niche disappeared in 2-3 weeks. This favorable result was obtained without diet and rest. In 38 cases in which there was no significant radiologic change of the niche after 7-9 days of treatment with acetazolamide - the malignancy of the niche was confirmed. The simplicity and the effectiveness of this rapid therapeutic test, makes it useful in the differentiation of benign from a malignant ulcer craters.